Eleven normal eyes were obtained from 6 Caucasian subjects ranging from 63 to 83 years of age (mean age 74.9 ± 7.9 years) which were 20.5 ± 8.7 h (average time after death) post mortem. Nine glaucomatous eyes were obtained from 5 subjects 70 to 88 years of age (mean age 78.4 ± 7.5 years) which were 20.9 ± 6.3 hours post-mortem. No pre-mortem systemic vascular disorders or diabetes were found in the normal subjects. Values are the mean ± SD.
and the circle of Zinn-Haller (Fig. 1) . The anterior optic nerve can be divided into four anatomical regions: the superficial nerve fibre layer, the prelaminar region, the lamina cribrosa and the retrolaminar region (Fig. 2) . 1. The anterior optic nerves had areas of capillary loss and fewer feeding arteriolar vessels (range 3-6) in all eyes with visual function defects (Fig. 3 ). 2. In the prelaminar and laminar regions, the typical capillary patterns or striations were lost (Fig. 2) .
Capillary dropout mainly occurred within the prelaminar and laminar regions of the anterior optic nerve.
Juxtapapillary choroidal and retinal avascular areas
were found in 2 of the glaucomatous eyes. 
